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N A MILITARY PRISON.
Forewor d. slightcsg resistance offered by us. We were then rushed o .
| —— . the punishment cells, the sticks being freely used on the -
b A the time of being called to military service the

gertcen men who form the subject of this

L8 article were
- Missionary

raipipg College,
religious objections to

e & ced their observance of
_ghe Bidle Sabhath, namely, from sunset on Friday to sun.

set on Saturday, &S an impediment to their participation
s anv aubtany duties whatever. They were placed in the
NC Company, which they agreed to on the condition
tat thesr scruples regarding the Sabbath should be
L respected In less than a week thev were drafted to
Fraace, and at the several places where they were stationed
they were cxcused all duties during the 24 hours .men-
pomed.  Alter & period of 18 months their Company was
femoved 1 2 new arca, and they were told they would have
% work on their Sabbath Day. This they refused to do,
a3ad were accordinglv sentenced to six months’ hard labour
&v a Field General Court Martial. -

The following is their account of a stay of one month in
the military prison in the base where they were located - —

> Prison Experiances.
Oa the 23rd November, 1017, we entered the prison, and

~ were taken in charge by one of the warders (a sergeant),
whose duty R was to take our personal property from us,
and w0 s i prison garments. Durning these pre-

~Biminaries we are subjected to much abuse and bullying
from the sergeant in question, and from several of his
fellow N.C.Os. In the most offensive and blasphemous
~ Janguage we were told that this particular prison was the
worst place i France, that they were able to break men's
hearts there, and further, that we should be glad' to work
 Seven davs a week after a few days with them. We were
then interviewed by the Governor, who told us that we
should be compelled to work Saturdavs, as they were
horised to employ physical means in to secure
their object. On leaving the Governor we were set to
work on the parade ground with some other prisoners who
were working there.  This was at three o’clock on Friday
3fternoon, one hour before our observance of the Sabbath
Day commenced. We had plainly stated that we could

Dot consistently continue work four o'clock.
that time five or six armed with stick ‘23

.

of the back. Lk
no opposition bv forc
gﬁld ‘have given the slightest offence.

: ited tgm' and again

LN

way, and several sergeants ran in amongst us deliberately .

tripping us, thus bringing us heavily to the ground on
the square. On reaching the cells we were placed in
irons—called “ figures of eight ”* on account of their shape
-—which are made in various sizes to grip the wrists
securely one above the other behind the back. In some
cases the irons were too small, and caused the most
excruciating pain on being screwed up. In this helpless
condition we were again punched severely about the face
and body, after which we were isolated, each man in a
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small cell about 7 feet by 4} feet, having a concrete floor .

and jr_nn walls.
condition.

Up to this point we had been dealt with collectively, but
now our experiences were more or less individual. It
must be remembered that we were all treated with yary.
ing degrees of brutality, although only a few exceptional
instances are mentioned here. One of our number was
selected by a sergeant as the ringleader. We cin atiri
bute this to nothing but the fact that he was the tallest
amongst us, for we all ceased work at the stroke of the
clock, and the choice of a ringleader seemed a kind of
afterthought, nothing being mentioned about it until our
entry to the cells. Here is the account which the young
man chosen as ringleader gives of his experience in the
Punishment cell :—

Personal Statement by —— —,

In the cell passefe the sergeants agreed that I was the
ringleader, probably because 1 was the tallest. The
smallest pair of *figure ecights™ was bropght and
screwed down upon my wrists. So small was the pai
that to get them on my flesh was ripped and cut in
severdl places, The circulation was practically cut off,
leaving my hands dead. 1 was then pushed into a cell,
and pinned against the wall by one sergeant, whilst the
others ih a most passionate rage struck me continually
about the head and in the stomach. Then one burly
N.C.O. lifted me up bodily, and with his knee threw me
backwards to the other side.' The contact with the won
wall caused the irons to cut more, and sent acute pain to

| my nerves. This kind of treatment continued until
I dropped to the floor. I was picked up, but collapsed
again, whereupon 1 was kicked several times in the middle
Finally 1 became unconscious. 1 had made
or cvem uttered a word which

The extreme cold was verv trying in this

orning a staff sergeant and a sergeant

o A violently knocked me about until 1
winded by a sharp punch. 1 felt pamns
here ; my cves were blackened, and
closed ; mv jaw sesm~1 locked on one
vere out of control Towards o am.,

to the ground
mgsqs' . ever
mplr-’ta{?
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